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| | fellour, concerning Eps/copacy,  , \W/CRe? 
Piſcopacy asit ftands in this Kingdome, comprehends in it N 25s © 
* ia fme: ra, thele toure deprees,the Deacon, the Presbyrer, : 
the Biſbopand the Archbiſhop, Every Archbiſhop wades 
through every of theſe ordinarily, © 
_ Of the firſt and laft we have no ve#igun inthe holy Scriptures. 
This Deacon may Preach and Baprtize and helpe the Presbyrter 
te adminiſter the Lords Supper, but may not confecrare the c!e- 


£2e1:t9 1n the Lords Supper : * contraxyy to the Scrt , by * Book of 
which Preach and Baptize, is a full commiſſion for the exerciſe orderingof 
| of all the miniſteriall funtion. Aar- 28.19. Dercons, .. 
.4. Tac Deacon mentioned in holy Scripture, is the fame ir office .- 


with our Church-wasden, to Jooke to the Church goods and 
.” the 'oore, Ads 6. 1 Tom 3, 
_.. Fhe Presbyter is of all hands ac knowledged to be, zre Divine, - 
| = The Biſhop isconfiderable in-refpect of his traine, and te- 
... cOndly, in refpect of himfelte. 
H:straine ate theſe, firſt the Deane and Chapter (called Pre- 
| bends,guiapreberint auxi'tum Epiſcopa)and were origmally ordain- - 
"eifor hiscounſtl to-adviſe him in difficuities inRelieion, and ; 
' to adlyiſe him in, and conſent unto his difpeſitions of himp6Hef. - 
{ + tion , Cer. 3. Deaneand Chapter of Norwiches cake. . 
'{'-- Secondly, the Azchdeacon is the ooulus Fpiſtopito diſtoyer and + 
puniſh offences fpirituall and Ecclefiaſticall within his limits, 
&% manus Epiſcopi, to preſent unto him fach as are to be made - 
"Deacons and Presbvters, and toinduR fuch .as he. admits and. 
- inflinutes inte Benefices, | ed 
2 Fhixdly, his Chancellors, Vicars generall,Commillaries,Of- - 
; ficials, >> aw 07" er Promoters, andothers belonging-- 
” to his Cathedrals. 
: Theſe beallmeerely human;and may be takenaway withour . . 
” | Zefferce to God ox conſcience, if there appeare juſt py for it. = 
i+-  FheBiſhopinreſpeR ofhimſelfe is conſiderablein his Baro-. 
-ny and tempoxralities and his fpiricualirics: . | 
- Thefirfſt, is meerely Ex gratia Regis, and4m: this Kingdbme be- - £ 
:2 an4.of'riamthe conquerer: *And by vertue hereofthey- have » ©; gf-: 
| Lad place in the houſe of Peeres in Parliament. 7. H. 8.1846 cenures 35 + 
- Ro. iis reſolved by all the Tudgesof Eng/znd, that the King may a... 
- hold his Parliament by himſefe his temporall Lords,andCom- 
; n.ons without any Biſhop, for a Biſhop hath not any-place in 
' * Pagliament by reaſon of his fpiritualities, but meerly by reaſon: - 
/ - of his Barony, and accordingly As of Parliameathaye been - 
| = made, 24h: 3<c.3. and atdiyers other times... ©: 
we 3x, + ey 
FaSi3{eſs's; | | 
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Deace ; | | 
— All theſeI conceive to be 1#ze#%mme, given to theſe Bilhops, 
. and may upon cauſe betakerſ2way from them, 


the edifying,of the body of Chriſt, Apoſtles, Prophets, 
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nd P resbyters. 


iſhops have been in the primitive Church, and are Apoſto- 
licall and from.the beginning. - : | 
To this I anſwer, firſt, that in the pute primitive tumes of the- 
Church,the hiſtory whereof is recorded in the Acts and Epi- 
fles of the Apoſtles, '( in which the firſt and beſt patterns of 
Church government is expreſſed) there is no mention of other 
Biſhops then the Presbyrers, as appears. 


Firſt the holy Scriptures declare the duties and office of Pres. 
byters and Biſhops to be one a:1d the ſame, The Biſhop is to * 


teach andrule his Church or congregation, x T-,3.2.5.and the 


Preshyter is to teach and feed his flock, and to overſee,care for, 


and rulethem, x Pet.;5.2.3, ANY | 
2-The Presbyters are in holy Scriptutes,faid to be the Biſhops 
of the Holy Ghoſt. 44.29.28. Pal charges the Pres. of Epheſus 
totake heed ro the flock yherof the holvGhoſt had-madethem 
Biſhops. And other Biſhovs the holy Ghoſt never made. 


2 Eh. 4. 1x. God is ſaid to have-viven to his Church for - 


the perfeting of the Sts, for the work of the Miniſtery, and for 
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officers are uſeful tor his Church, and n'initly loving-of his 
Chu.& therfore hath not left her,without anv cfticer fit for her. © ,.3 
Tir#5 in the end of Pau's Epiſtie unto hum is ſid tobe thefirft . Ob, 
Biſhov of creer. and Timorhy in the end of the Epiſtles unto him, Sol, 
to be the firſt Biſhop of Epmyur, . * Perk.vup- 
Thoſe addition are {prefluous, and no part of the holy Scrip, 9n Gal- ©- 
tures & as B23 obſerves arenor in many Gieek ancierccoppies #3 | 
to befound and this is fo evident as it is granted * by moſt Di-- FT 
vincs,2. And as they be no part ofthe Scriptures of Gedlothey YEE © Er: 
be apparantly contrary unto them. for bv them ir appears. thar ?: — 16s 
they, namlyT'us 8 T mo:hy were Evangelifts extractdinary offi= 14" 10 as 
cers aſſociats,and feilow helpers o' the Apoſtles in their ocneral Ka ets 
and univerſall fun&tion attendart-upon them. ard fent bv them LE F; : 
(asoccafion required )f: om.one Church to another never keeps 1 Theſ 3. 
ing any fixcd reſidence any where * and it they had bin Biſhcvs 5.6. Heb. .. 
of any place, Pau! would never have ſuffered, much lefle forced 1 , 25. *! 
them to he non-reſidents. S.lohr Rev.12.2., writing to the 7 Chux. Col.!.1. 
ches of 4/z directs his ſpeech to the Anvel of each Church & in PHI 1.7- 
each of choſ. Churches there were then ſeveral congregations & & ++ 19. 
Presbvters, thercfore the Angel was the Biſhov over them, For Titus 
To this I anfwer.that 2$ Angel is a name common to all Pres. S<5/2 Cor- 
byters who are Chriſts meſſengers &amblft ors:So it avpears 7.14, & 3. 
to be uſed here bv the verv context c.2. v. 70. Where freaking 6.16.23. 
to the Angel of th«" Church of S»9r»a the hol: Ghoſt ſcith Trae © 33-3%e 
none of the times theuſha!* ſuffer the Devil hall caft ſome of you 14to pr Bp; Gal.2.1, 
but be thou ſa-thful,c, Anvel (being nomn multicading) is taken in.- Tim.4.jo- 
theſe chapterscolleRively ſor all Presbyrers(ſome of whom the Finch SA 
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* Presoyex I9 his due,and to him.it belongs to teach and teed his 


'flock,and to oveiſce,care ior,and rule them in Fir.twatbxs Ai 20, 


- 19-1 Tim. 3.2.5, 1 PU,y$.2,3. So ſaith the holy Scripture. 
'Andfo faichour Law alſo.He js to miniſter the doctrine and 
' the Sacraments, and the difciplineof Chriſt, as the Lord hath 


" confinanded, and as this Realme hathTteceived the fame accor- 


ding to the commandements of God : See the Book of ordering 
of Prieſts in the 3queſtion. And he is called in our Law, &ef#ox 
_ E&&ſe, and the words of his Inſtitution be, Tec refforem Eccleſie inc 
SiRteamits, ctr amque & regimen animarkm parochianorum tibi in Domino com 


Hmids 

— TheBiſhops have taken by uſurpationfrom the Presbyter di- 
...  Vvexsrights: firſt, contrary to his Ordination and Inſtitution ; 
- + - they will notCuffer him to preach in hi owne. cure without a 
Secondly, they reſtraine him from-pieaching fome do&trines, 
as of *predeftinarion and others that overthrow Arminian te- 
/ mnets,when his faithfulnefl& in his office requires he ſhould keep 
+4. ... hothing back, but to ſhew them a tthecounſell of God A48. 20, 
; This: is 27. Thirdly.chey wil not fuffer Mm to intermeddlein the diſ- 
a ld cipline, Theſe uſyrpationsT conceive are to. betaken away, and 

599 the Presbyter to be left free from them. - ati 


orginarion 


the booke 12.1 3- and ſaith hisKingdomeis not ofthe world, 19bn 18:36. 


of Order- and the Diſciple is not above his Maſter, Me-10.24, and:4#.6, 


inp Prieſts. The Apoſtles refuſe to intermeddfe in.the Deacon or Church-. 
e, though of all earthly imployments the neereſ} 

to theChureh, and the reaſon they give 19romagkable for This | 

adminiſtra... 


wardens © 


pyzpoſe, becauſe they were to attend to prayer, and 
Son of the word, anditherefore not meet for them:to attend ſuch 


] thi cafe, that como 6 militans Deo implicat negotia byjuy ſeculi, 87 up- 
420 ground, even the Popes Canon-lawes woe, againſt theſe 
ings,95 inconbficat wich the miniſteriall/ fant 


yy piſcopacy may be takeaaway m all, wherein. - 
® ir exceeds the Pregbyrers office, -and thar the ottice of the Pres- 
byter is clearely j#7e&wino ; 1 conceive weare fit to reftoxe che. 


fecular marters;and 2-F5n.2.4. the Apoftſe layes downe a.rule-- 


n. And the 
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| <-chicenccucion ofthe Chnuntrſion,S6 predth and bapiize ivoflt 
| + (alfe burthenand W though for any man whatlvever-his _ 
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-able ipiric, cry ont ui enſe of the waightof ir Who is 4 
Cibbirns fr thee vibe Cor: ons I : 


whereby that age within holy Orders, that they may the /wnirmadod 
beer Tied {8 beth ie roo 


.chofents any temporall office, the Law hath ordained a W ric 2nimearum 


to diſcharge them thereof, Reg..x 87.16, & pipopet 

The King may command the fetvice of men inorders,and rhen !79%5 427i 
it is to be given hint by naturel! allegiance. _ *_#medeſer- 

T his rae ademits two exceptions, and both are in this caſe:ficft; 2* 249 _ 

.Cxceprt the ſervice from that perſon be againſt the Law of God//erdami 

av here it is, and then itis betterobey God then man, in þ ae. 742k 


:the perfon of whom 1t is required, be not ſufficient for it, got Writ, 


ſecration,he undertakes roidoe onght 
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Secondly, ic is againift the tundamentdll Lawes of this Land, Noyeft com _ 


upon, and diſcharge their duties, 4tenot t& be in- ite qui /as 
tengled with temporall buſinefle, and-therefore if any ſuch be hri feat | 


ta mejor iccefſat potcſi as minor is. | Mrgo 
Secondly, it the fervice-concerne the Common-wealth, and{pur a 


brought up unto it, thecommand is againſt Law, and the ſer- , 
vice not to be done, if the King grant the office of the Clarke of - 
the Crowne to one not brought up to it, ir is voyd and the ſer- 
vice not to be intermedled withall by tiim 19. E4,4. 56. wint cafe, 
Secand!y, thar part of the Biſhops {pirituall office by whictx 
he claimech fuperiority over Presbyters ought to be taken as T- 
conceive from them as beine againſt the will of God... \ 

T he Apoſtles queſtioning among themlelyes which ſhould be | 
the ſuperiour, are ſhaiply reproved by our Saviour for it, and | 
he tels themplainely it ſRall not be ſo-amone them, Mar. zo. 42. s 
Lik 22 .2.5.and Diotrophes, 3 10b,g.is branded for it that hefoughr 
preheminence in the Church, The myſterie of iniquity inthe 
Popiſh Hierarchy, in the Presbyters exalting themſelves,began 
to'work * in the pureſt primitive times, ( as'we ſee 'in Diotrophes 
and-Peters caveat. x Pet.5..3, ) ahd never I till it came to the 
Pope, the higheſt degree and top thereof; By which it ſeemes 
to'me evident.that to leaye the patterne of Church governinent 
ſet down inthe word of God, to follow the examples of after 
ages upon a falſe cry of primitive times, is to forſake the- pure 
fountaine, ahd wallow ih the muddy and'corrupred ftreames of 
antichriſtian ambition, -. | TEL 554 

Thirdly,that partof the irituall office of the Biſhop whiere« 
by he is to inſtruct the people committed to his chatge, with:the, 
holy Sctiptures;4$ upon the 2.queſtion put unto him at hiscon>. 
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"to doit toa whole Dioceſle,therioiehedbould beiumired to ſome 
e500 Pb thcular cong1eg tian unto Which he-might performechis truſt 
I  icifequices ciency attendance and diligence, _ . 

__ ©" 9 Paitcthly,Ocdination in the:SCripuurgs 1s Ever expreſſed tobe by 
54 i tem4n the Church, that had authoricy and were officers in ;the 
q oy » ARas 14 Churc h as. Apoalties, g Evancehſts-” and alter bythe Presbytery.. 

pL. by 


& © 


vFie x5, not io layihands.uponthe partyito be ordaived, but the Presbyters. 
$37... ©. there auending, * axe tg joyne With the Biſhop therein, This I con- 
x Tim.444 ce'c is nothtto tein the hands of any one ordinary officet in the 
2 Tim.':6,.C huh, the diſcerning of thegifts, abilities & faithfulnes of per- 
* Bd&® of. ſons £5 be ordained Presbyters requiring great judgment.care,and 
ordering. cycifrection Pls wdlt ouliqua oatus:T helikeTlay of deprivation. 
Eigfts-. 1 - Eitchſy, Excommunication by the {criptures ought to be only in 
\ -*-E2{e ofenoimous offences and abſtinacyinthem, and onely in the 

_ . *COnZrc8s Von, whercof the party to be. excommunicate is a- member 
-..I:£a7 5/.4. Te che Church cannot be meant of one man; Mat.18.17. 
D.5:rephc: is branded for taking uponhim alone to caft #ny out of 
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20 be reformed;, © - ArB-4p ] 
 Sixtlv. Tn(fiiucion'and induction are uſurped by the Biſhops up- 
onthe fundamentaliLawesot1his:Kingdome; by which the Pa- 


him into the Church. Sec.Sddenof tithes 86. And a relick ot this 
awe retaine ill in QUuIenes thatbedonauves. 
Seventhly, T-H2,3uril 


| " WP diRtionof tithes, cauſes matrimoniall, and 

+ -  © © cauſes teſtamentary inthe times of the" increaſing power of the 

| © © - Popeavhen the Bilhopstherby:vrew more formidable were taken 

fromthe civil nin ar to whom 6riginally they-belonged,up- 
I: 
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v vir pretence, that. the rxthes were lured vize, the Churches patrimo- 
ny and marriage Sacrament, and that the diſpoſing the goods of 


zhe dead, molt properly beienged to bim for.the good of theſoule 
3xpargatory 40 redefine jt Uenee, to whomthecureof the foule 
2ppe3taigcd in his life time, J71de.2-8.3- Teſtamen's 4.11H-7.12 B.Þlow 
S14% 7 "© ” den 299. B.Foxeic. Cit rep.'9-37+B:. Houſioes caſe. Dames rYep-97. B. Lators « 


/ Sdder of tithes. 41 5.* -. 


F {hich are properly, of Ecckſialticall.conizance) were antiently 
- . by theLawyersof this Kingdome heard and determined in the 
***, county UG al es nh by the Sheriffe and the Biſhop,and by 


 -pabamthe Conqueror theſe matrers were taken thence and appro- 
\ 4 $7 riated ro the | 0p: ORE: 2 R-2. Rotul. Parliament, num 12, Sciden 
=> «ef tithesqr 2, Bookiof Martyrs, T 54+ 
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And a ſhadow of this remains 1nour Law, 'for the Biſhopohly is 


the Church, Thisalfſo abuſed as well as uſurped by the Biſhop is - 


tron-afrer his Clexk was ogdained; did-without: any rhore tmaveſt | 


«of Eighthly, The matters which: aremeerely and'only ſpiritual, | 
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| Aud where the dirficuliy of caſe or greainsſſe of the perſans Whom 

mid conceine, or where the Governaurs 1Fparticulay wes 
detmcanc nor thenclves as rlity «eighty; ironghtebe refory 

19 'aSynod of Pregbyters, fo many'ay (hull derhoughe meet; 28 fs - 


and the diſfention growing g re bitch ſme; thty ſemree Hiewl. * 
[#tery, anFthererhe Apoltles ay Pre«bycersconvened; dubared; evel- | 
chided; and decreed hemacter, arid imnpoſadthe oblervdrivurhbeocf » 
apon Amtioch andother Churches, ver 4: 2. 6:483The 


$5.xqueſtion of difficulty arifing ththe particular Churchof dutiooh | 
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not meddle m ihe quſtion without the Pre yters 2rd orfier Billlope, -4 
there werenonetherendrin rhe Churchen And feioiusaxpallinify cf ». 7 
negotia commuſſa pluribus, \ an the .multiudeof Counſellors chews - ay 
ſafety, Proverb. 11.14. IJ ron dT ©; «31 
And the change of our Favs itt cafe! > Honfo0aifuennd fo 0 = 
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. .desdrbings, it is fitzo be neele&edand ltr Of, being aPopiſh Yang 

_ 4yrfiutian;; and without-colour of; countenance fromthe, WAQE *of 

Gad, thei Leviticall conſecrarions beiogryp! icall andſhaddowes 
l ——— being chas reforme 
þ ac Luo: Aarscogrecable ny mantfjoll the, qncly. right mule of retor- 


omen : ndaluus Miniſters, whom the he Biſhops 
Re diſcayercd uuto them before hand,and 


) FR fied 


natic wltra ware, May temaderaryalle by. fury, Hs pononw ther 
BidyirAﬀang Lal 2439- £83:3.1+6: & 7.E4,6.Drer; 
.Sgirichesmayde reeuced tothe common. Law and be ſue fuſs | 


-206:Goletd. 5516.2 C aedroecaeand as i it is byghe State of 230d rf 
And for the Biſhops «txengance, onaranls of life, ic is aged; 
beings Judgein ic,bur the Court, who may appoinc any or 


thi e cBjoy under the Heb. 6 20s: 56 
ur Sp a js reduced rOa condiei and 
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| Ciao. is. The _— Cha a Views Generall, Chaneetichs” and the reſt 
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i Wok: 43 andtaken away. alſo as ſapexfluous and uſeleſfſe. *  ;. ; 
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acrultiSurvay the Churches chexehrgugh: 


—— beingdiſcoveredunto them afterward. Andit 
appeared this, parlkament upon examinations takea 
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